


Presentation of the Society’s 2011 Town Pride AwardsPresentation of the Society’s 2011 Town Pride Awards
The results of the judging of this year’s prestigious Town Pride awards were announced by our Chairman, Pamela Pople,
at our meeting held on Thursday, 5th May at The Walpole Bay Hotel.  Pamela reported on the high standard of the
refurbishment works and of the attractive architecture of the new developments for all the properties nominated by
members of the Society for this year’s Town Pride awards and our President, Ralph Handscomb, presented the awards.

Ralph  Handscomb awards a Town Pride plaque
and certificate to Victoria Pomery, Director of
Turner Contemporary, for the construction of the
new gallery designed by the award-winning
architect Sir David Chipperfield and built by
R. Durtnall & Sons Ltd

Ralph  Handscomb awards a Town Pride plaque
and certificate to Pastor Eddie Rowlands
(representing Pastor Philip Young who is

currently in hospital) for the  construction of a
new hall at the New Life Family Church at the
corner of Victoria Road and St Peter’s Road

built by Gordon Construction.
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Ralph  Handscomb awards a Town Pride plaque and certificate to Tony Leggatt of Coastal Developments Ltd
for the  construction of 5 & 6 Caroline Square, Cliftonville

Ralph  Handscomb awards a Town Pride  Commendation certificate to Geoffrey Berger (owner) for the
renovation of The Arcadian, Fort Hill, Margate.  The architect for the renovation work  was Alistair Burgess

Ralph  Handscomb awards a Town Pride Commendation certificate to Steve Morgan (landlord) for
the renovation of The Seaview Hotel, Station Road, Birchington (owned by Shepherd Neame)

In addition to the three properties each awarded a 2011 Town Pride plaque and certificate, both
The Arcadian and The Seaview Hotel were each awarded a 2011 Town Pride commendation certificate::

—---------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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At the conclusion of my article on the Queen's Promenade
(published in the Margate Civic Society Newsletter Issue
No. 353 - Winter 2008), I made reference to Margate’s
Jubilee Clock Tower and its time-ball.  I therefore thought
the readers of the Newsletter might enjoy this discourse on
the subject.
   Margate’s Clock Tower, like Big Ben, the Eiffel Tower,
and the Hollywood sign are recognized as iconic symbols
of their respective towns.  Living in Hollywood for these
past 33 years, I have among my cherished reminders of the
many happy years spent growing up in Margate, a small
collection of crested china Margate Clock Towers.

   In commemoration of Queen Victoria's Golden Jubilee in
1887, the Margate Clock Tower was erected at the junction
of Marine Drive and Marine Terrace. Due to poor planning
and a shortage of funds, the Clock Tower’s inauguration did
not take place until 1889, two years after Her Majesty’s
Jubilee.
   Built by public subscription at the cost of £1,300, the 80ft.
tower was designed  in the French Renaissance style  by
Mr Henry Arthur Cheers of Twickenham and constructed
in Portland stone.

Elevation, Section & Plans published in The Architect, 23rd March
1888. Architect: George W. Ward.  This plan, which was similar in

design to that of Brighton’s Jubilee Clock Tower, was one of the
designs that was not adopted for the Margate  Clock Tower

  The Brighton Clock Tower of 1888, donated to the town
by Mr James Willing, was crowned with a 4ft. time-ball on
a 16ft. mast, and triggered electrically from Greenwich.  It
still survives but has not been in operation since the
mid-1890s when local residents complained about its noisy
operation.
  Out of a competition of 63 entries for the design of the
Margate Clock Tower, the first place went to Mr Kaufman,
second place to Mr Reeve, and the third place went to
Mr Johnson.  However, due to the shortage of funds, it was
decided that the less expensive design submission by
Mr Cheers should be adopted.
   The tower’s cast-iron work roof allowed the free emission
of the sound of its peal of Cambridge or Westminster chimes.
  Three of the tower's side panels bear medallions of the
Queen, and the Prince and Princess of Wales. The fourth
tablet bears the Borough Arms and the inscription:

Erected by Public Subscription in commemoration of Her
Majesty's Jubilee 1887. Henry F. Hermitage, Mayor.
G. Foord-Kelcey, Town Clerk. Henry A Cheers, Architect.

WHEN MARGATE DROPPED THE BALL!
by Arnold Schwartzman

The inauguration ceremony on 24th May 1889 - Queen Victoria’s
70th birthday.  The clock’s time-ball can be seen aloft
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   The clock’s four dials, each five feet in diameter with opal
glass were illuminated by gas and automatically
programmed for turning on and off between British Summer
Time and Greenwich Mean Time.  The first blow of the hour
is struck exactly at the hour, the first blow of the quarters at
15, 30, and 45 minutes past the hour.

   In addition, the clock
boasted a time-ball, a
large painted wooden or
metal ball that drops at
a pre-determined time.
Its purpose was that
ships’ captains needed
extremely precise
clocks to co-ordinate
their celestial readings
with the time - those
readings would occur at
a known point – usually
Greenwich, the
accepted location for

the world's standard time.  In 1761, John Harrison the
famous clockmaker, developed an accurate portable
chronometer.   With this in mind, Robert Wauchope - a
Royal Navy captain - came up with the idea of a signal that
would, at a specific moment, indicate the exact time that
sailors could view through a telescope and set their
chronometers precisely.
   The Margate time-ball was raised by a
separate mechanism, a small machine that
was fixed at the bottom of the tube up which
the ball glides; this tube is 20ft. long, 13ft.
of which is above the cupola. The ball,
made of copper, is 2ft. in diameter, and was
arranged to fall 10ft. when discharged at
one o'clock, the machine being set in
motion to raise the ball a short time before
the hour.
   Time-balls were first introduced in 1829
when the Admiralty set up the world's first
time-ball in Portsmouth Harbour.  It worked
so well that, in 1833, they set up another at
the Royal Observatory in Flamsteed House,
on a Greenwich hilltop.  The ball, which
was visible to ships at anchor, was dropped
every day at 1 p.m. At 12:55 p.m., the red,
wood-and-leather ball was raised halfway
up a 15-foot mast atop the building; at 12:58
it went to the top; and on the hour the ball
began to drop, the start of its downward
motion signalling exactly 1 p.m. (In the USA, the time balls
were dropped at noon.)
   The apparatus, constructed in 1833, remains substantially
unchanged today. Not only did the Greenwich time-ball –
said to be the world’s first public time signal – give
Greenwich time to ships in London’s river and docks but,
for the first time, it made Greenwich time regularly available
to those ashore who could see it.     Of the 150 public time
balls installed around the world, notably those in Mauritius,
St Helena, Cape of Good Hope, Madras, Western Australia,
New Zealand, Poland, Bombay and Washington DC, over

sixty time-balls still survive, including the one at Deal, Kent.
    Deal’s four-storey semaphore tower was built in 1821 as
part of a chain of 12 communication towers, which enabled
the navy to send messages to the Admiralty in Greenwich.
In 1855, it was converted into a time-ball and was the first
to be operated by a direct signal via the South Eastern
Railway.  At 12:57 GMT, the ball was lifted to the top were
it was held. Then at 13:00 GMT an electrical impulse, sent
down the railway wires from Greenwich, released the
catches so the ball dropped rapidly.
   With the commencement of radio time-signals (in Britain
from 1924), time-balls gradually became obsolete and many
were demolished in the 1920s.

   Over the years, Margate’s Clock Tower
has not been immune to mechanical
problems, and has, figuratively speaking,
“dropped the ball” on several counts.
   In order to allow the chimes to be heard,
the tower’s cupola was constructed with
decorative open ironwork, which allowed
the heavy salt sea-spray to invade the
ironwork’s openings. This, in turn, rusted
the inner workings of the clock and, on
occasion, caused the clock to fail.  Sadly,
due to mechanical failure, Margate’s time-
ball’s working life was short lived.
   Despite this, the clock has served Margate
well where it has been the town’s
undisputed centrepiece for over a century.
   Would it therefore not be fitting that, in
celebration for Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth’s upcoming Diamond Jubilee, an
effort be made through voluntary
contributions or from corporate sponsorship
to resurrect Margate’s time- ball, as in Deal,

where the now working time-ball has become a rallying
point for the townsfolk on New Year’s Eve?  This would be
a worthwhile endeavour, even if it takes place a couple of
years late!

(Note: New York City’s Times Square time ball heralds in
the New Year by starting to drop the ball at 11:59:00pm on
31st December  and completes a minute later at midnight
on 1st January.)

Arnold Schwartzman
Hollywood, California

Close-up of the upper part of Margate
Clock Tower showing the time-ball

Edwardian postcard showing the Time Ball and Bandstand, Deal

Victorian souvenir plate showing
Margate Clock Tower
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‘Lord’ George Sanger’s Funeral
5th December 1911

This super photograph shows ‘Lord’ George Sanger’s funeral procession as it passes the Clock Tower was recently loaned to Birchington
Heritage Trust Museum, together with the beaker illustrated below, by a member of the Sanger family   An article on his funeral was published in

our Autumn 2009 Newsletter (Number 356).  It was reported at the time that there were more than 50  carriages in the procession

The one-pint silver-plated beaker
presented to George Sanger

in March 1876 by ‘Members of his
Company’.  It is believed that this

engraved beaker it was given to him
in March 1876 by his employees to

mark his 50th birthday.  (Note:
Sanger granted himself the unofficial
title of ‘Lord’ some years after 1876)

It is believed that the above photograph shows the Mayor, Alderman and Councillors with the Town
Clerk and other chief officers witnessing the departure of ‘Lord’ George Sanger’s cortege as it left the
forecourt of the former Margate West Railway Station on 5th December 1911.  The Mayor, at the time,
would have been Edward Coleman who can be seen wearing his chain of office.  Certainly, whatever
the occasion, it must have been a very solemn one judging by the deportment of each of those present
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